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The 4™ International Symposium of the European Association
of Chinese Teaching (EACT)

Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow: Chinese Language Education in Secondary
and Higher Education from a Multilingual and Multicultural Perspective

CALL FOR PAPERS (N° 1)

The European Association of Chinese Teaching (EACT) organises an international symposium
every two years in different countries in Europe, with the aim to strengthen academic exchanges
among practitioners and scholars in Europe and all around the world, to jointly discuss
academic issues of common concern, and to promote the development of teaching Chinese as
a second language as an academic discipline. The first symposium was held at E6tvos Lorand
University in Budapest, Hungary in 2017, the second at University College Dublin, Ireland in
2019, and the third at the University of Minho in Braga, Portugal in 2021. EACT is now pleased
to announce that the 4™ symposium will be held at the University of Southampton, UK on the
21% to 23 of April 2023.

The 4" international symposium will be jointly organised by the EACT, the University
of Southampton and its Confucius Institute. The theme of the symposium is “Yesterday, Today
and Tomorrow: Chinese Language Education in Secondary and Higher Education from a
Multilingual and Multicultural Perspective”, reflecting and continuing the common underlying
theme of all three previous symposia of the EACT, that is, “regionality and internationality in
the development of teaching Chinese as a second language as an academic discipline”. This
year, the symposium will focus on the past development, the current situation and future trends
of Chinese language education in national education systems, particularly in schools, and in



institutions of higher education in Europe and elsewhere. The development of both theories and
practices of teaching Chinese as a second language in Europe and beyond, as well as their
impact on and insights into the development of teaching Chinese as second language as an
academic discipline will be explored so as to better promote the discipline and keep it up to
date.

The UK is one of the leading countries in Europe in terms of the development and scale
of Chinese language education with a long history. The 4™ symposium at the University of
Southampton welcomes colleagues and postgraduate students from Europe and all around the
world who are interested in the theme of this symposium to participate and share their academic
research and teaching experiences looking at the past, the present and future of Chinese
language education in different countries in Europe and the world. It is also an opportunity to
explore the relationship between “International Chinese Language Education” and teaching
Chinese as a second language in a multilingual and multicultural environment through exchange
and reflections, and to contribute to the theoretical development of our discipline and the
enhancement of good teaching practices with research and suggestions.

A scientific committee will be set up to conduct anonymous review of the submitted
abstracts, and the author of the accepted abstract will present the paper in the relevant panel
(each presentation is 20 minutes, including Q&A time) at the symposium.

DATE, VENUE AND WORKING LANGUAGES
21 to 23 of April 2023, University of Southampton, United Kingdom. Presentations and
papers can be presented either in Chinese or English.

MAIN FIELDS OF THE SYMPOSIUM INCLUDE:

1. Chinese language education and policy in different national education systems

2. Teaching and learning of Chinese both as a degree and as a course for different pur-
poses and research in higher education

3. Chinese language teacher education and professional development and research in dif-
ferent countries

4. Development, publication of Chinese language teaching materials and research in dif-
ferent countries

5. Research and development of Chinese language education syllabus in home countries

6. Role, application and models of information and communication technologies (ICT) in
Chinese language education and research in different countries

7. Research on Chinese learners, such as their background, motivation and implications
for and impact on Chinese learning and teaching

8. Chinese language proficiency standards and assessment in different education systems



THE FORM OF SYMPOSIUM
The symposium will be held in a hybrid mode of both offline and online, however the number
of online sessions may be limited.

ABSTRACT SUBMISSION AND REQUIREMENTS

1. A Microsoft Word document consisting of two pages. The first page should contain the
field and title of the abstract, two to three keywords, the author's name, institution and
contact details (including email address). The second page is the abstract with the title but
should not include the name of the author, either in Chinese or in English. The abstract
should be approximately 300 words in Chinese or about 400 words in English (up to one
A4 page).

2. Each person can submit only one abstract as an independent. It is possible to submit one
other abstract as a co-author.

3. Abstracts should be sent as an email attachment to (the actual email address will be
announced in the second notice of the conference in October). Please note that no other
submissions will be accepted for this symposium.

4. Online registration and payment methods will be announced in a subsequent notice..

IMPORTANT DATES
Deadline for abstract submission: 31% December 2022
Notification of paper selection (by email): by 31% January 2023
Deadline for paper presenters to confirm participation and register online: 28" February
2023
Deadline for non-paper presenters to register online: 15" March 2023

CONFERENCE FEE

The registration fee for the symposium is €100, €25 for EACT members, and €75 for current
postgraduate students and online participants. The registration fee includes conference
materials and refreshment breaks. Participants are responsible for all other expenses.

Email address of the Symposium Secretariat (to be published in the second notice of the
conference in October)



